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We’ve been on a roller coaster over the past few months. 
We are in the extraordinary and completely unexpected 
situation of having a lifelong CND member as Leader of 
the Labour Party. What’s more, in Jeremy Corbyn, the 
Party has a completely principled and honest politician in 
the top job. A man who says what he thinks and means 
what he says. 
 
So when it comes to nuclear weapons, we know Jeremy 
Corbyn will never support nuclear weapons and, 
completely consistently with this position, he will never 
press the nuclear button. This must be a relief to anyone 
who doesn’t want a prime minister willing to destroy the 
lot of us. And the media frenzy around it is pretty bizarre: 
when they talk about ‘deterrence’ you have to wonder why 
anyone would think that basing our security policy on a 
game of bluff is a good idea. 
 
In fact this issue is pretty much a red herring. In the almost 
65 years that Britain has had nuclear weapons, no prime 
minister has pressed the nuclear button, willing or not. If 
they had, we wouldn’t be here to talk about it. 

 
What is abundantly clear is that there will now be a debate 
within the Labour Party about Trident replacement. 
Although it didn’t get on the agenda at this year’s Annual 
Conference, nevertheless the issue is now wide open and is 
a real talking point. I’m not a Labour Party member 
myself, but clearly there is a sea change going on there. It’s 
clear from the mass influx - and also listening to 
longstanding members who feel they are getting their party 
back – that things will never be the same again, no matter 
how some at the top may wish to put a brake on change. 
 
Jeremy Corbyn is committed to a debate, and he will make 
that happen: in the party membership, in the CLPs, the 
National Policy Forum – and quite clearly it will happen 
throughout British society. And it will happen in the small 
number of unions that resist Jeremy’s policy on the basis  
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of a misunderstanding of the jobs implications of 
cancelling Trident replacement. 
 
One of his flagship policies is on Defence 
Diversification. This meets all the demands made 
by the workforce in the nuclear weapons sector 
regarding industrial transition to high-skilled non-
nuclear weapons jobs. Let’s communicate better 
with those unions and help their industry and 
related communities grow and develop, 
generating more jobs and economic expansion 
than the nuclear weapons sector can ever 
provide. 
 
The Labour Party now faces a huge opportunity 
– to develop a defence policy for Britain fit for the 
twenty first century. It cannot be based on old 
dogmas – or old notions of status and a false 
sense of what enhances Britain’s role in the 
world. It has to meet our needs – as a decent, 
humane and internationalist society. We 
welcome this debate: as we head to a decision on 
Trident replacement in 2016, it is urgent and 
much needed. 
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The politics of weaponry: Trident, Drones and ‘Security’ 
(George Street Chapel, Oldham, 11th November, 7pm) 

Co-hosted with Oldham Green Party, this meeting will look 
at the UK’s arms policies from various perspectives, with 
presentations from the CND, Drone Campaign Network 

and Campaign Against the Arms Trade. RSVP to 
gmdcnd@gn.apc.org 

 

Second Annual Day School – WWI: Different Voices  
(Man Met University, 14th November, 10.30am – 4.30pm) 

The event will offer a space for activists and researchers 
interested in different histories of WWI to explore different 
narratives and build resistance to war in our time. Speakers 

include Prof Karen Hunt and Alison Ronan. Book here - 
http://tinyurl.com/o7oylm6 

 

Talking Trident with Salford Young Labour (8pm, 26th 
November, Boardroom 1, University House, Salford Uni) 

This meeting will explore Labour’s approach to nuclear 
weapons policies in light of Jeremy Corbyn’s election as 

Leader. Speakers include Russell Whiting (CND’s 
Parliamentary Officer). Open to all! 

 

Peace & Craft Fair  (Birch Community Centre, M14 5JT, 
21st November, 11.0am – 4.00pm) 

There will be stalls by peace and justice groups from across 
Manchester, exquisite jewellery, tasty refreshments, 

Nepalese treasures, Palestinian ceramics, live music from 
Dave Kramer and his merry band, and much, much more! 

 

Symposium - Iran and the West: Where do we go from 
here? (Manchester Met University, 9th December, £5) 

This session will look at the nine years of off and on 
negotiations around the nature and legitimacy of the 

Iranian nuclear programme. Participants will include Dr 
Kate Hudson and Professor Anoush Ehteshami. 

Upcoming peace events 

Stop Trident 
National Demo! 

 

20th February 2016 

CND and Stop the War 
Coalition are calling a national 

demonstration to protest 
against Britain's nuclear 

weapons system: Trident. 

Join us to say No to 
government plans to buy a new 
system at a cost of £100 billion. 

Parliament will be voting on 
this in 2016. So this is urgent – 

we can't delay. 

Let's get message out loud and 
clear: we don't want Trident 

and we don't want a new 
Trident. 

Join us in London on February 
20th to say:  

STOP TRIDENT! 
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Recent protests 
Greater Manchester & District CND played an active role in the demonstrations 

during the Week of Action around the Conservative Party Conference  

ACTION AGAINST JACOBS! 
 

On the last day of the conference, anti-Trident 
protesters staged a visual protest outside the offices 
of JACOBS Engineering in central Manchester. 
 

JACOBS are heavily involved with the Trident 
weapons system and are part of the consortium 
running the Atomic Weapons Establishment site. 
 

The demonstrators drew attention to the company’s 
work by parking a large replica Trident submarine 
outside the offices (see above) and leafleted staff. 
 

The action was covered in local and national media. 

TORY PARTY CONFERENCE DEMO! 
 

On the 4th October, an estimated 80,000 protesters 
took to the streets of Manchester to ‘welcome’ the 
Conservative Party to the city for their Annual 
Conference. 

 

CND had a big presence on the day, with hundreds 
of anti-Trident placards visible on the march. Almost 
every speaker at the rally mentioned Trident and our 
General Secretary took the opportunity to announce 
CND’s mass demonstration scheduled for February. 

   

A great success! 
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

National CND has seen a surge in membership. In the last 
month, it’s seen over two hundred people sign-up as new 
members and this trend appears to be continuing.  
 

This could be due to a number of factors, such as Jeremy 
Corbyn’s election as Labour Leader, public concern about 
austerity and a more effective CND social media 
operation, to name but a few. 
 

However, more can be done. If you know of any lapsed 
members or peace-minded individuals in your community, 
please ask them to consider becoming CND members. 
 

New members not only bring new ideas but also give a 
much-needed boost to CND’s campaigning fund. 
 

Sign-up online here: www.cnduk.org/support-cnd/join-cnd  
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CND and Peace Groups in the region 

Bolton CND 

Meets 2nd Thurs of month, 7.30pm, Friends Meeting 
House, Silverwell St, Bolton. 

Contact Barry Mills on millsbcp@googlemail.com 

Glossop Peace Group 

For details, contact Linda on 01457 863534 or 
glossoppeacegroup@gmail.com 

Rochdale & Littleborough Peace Group 

For details, call 01706 370712 or 01706 370117 or  
email  gilliganphilip@gmail.com 

For Facebook updates: 
www.facebook.com/Rochdale-and-Littleborough-

Peace-Group-258312694185538 
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Manchester CND 

For details, contact Heide on 0161 969 1724 

Saddleworth Peace Movement 

Contact saddleworthpeacemovement@hotmail.co.uk 

Salford CND 

Meets 3rd Tues in month, 2pm at Pendleton Gateway 
Library 

Stockport for Peace 

For details contact Ann on 07775605062 or Sheila on 
07803928778 or visit www.stockportforpeace.org.uk 


